62     A MODERN PILGRIM  IN MECCA
religious heads of all sects, and rich and poor alike had contributed their share with equal generosity.
The best thing to do, it seemed to the Bedou, was to pick a quarrel on some other grounds and make things so hot for the Turks that for a time at any rate they would have something better to do than build railways. Opportunities for doing so were not wanting. Four miles East of Medina is situated the tomb of the uncle of Mohammed, Hamza, who fell at the battle of Uhud; a place of pious visitation by all pilgrims. The " Benee Ali" (sons of Ali), a large and important tribe living and cultivating round the city, were charged with the policing of this road, and paid for doing so. At the end of Ramadan two men returning late at night were killed, presumably by robbers. The gov ernor sent a protest to the chiefs of the tribe and demanded payment of a fine. The effect of the answer he received was that they could 110 longer be responsible for the road and were not going to pay anything. Some further negotiations took place, but their demeanour was so truculent that it became obvious that they were tc out for a row." On the 3rd of Shawal * a force of about 1,000 men with a Maxim was sent to disperse a large body of tribesmen that had assembled, and was threatening the town. The Turks, supported by artillery fire from the walls, advanced boldly through the date plantations. Before long however they were completely outflanked by their more mobile enemy, and subjected to a galling fire from all sides. On their attempting to retreat the Bedou charged in their usual impetuous manner, captured* the Maxim, killed a hundred men, and drove the rest back into the town in the wildest confusion. Since that day there had been several engagements on a small scale, but no serious fighting. The Turks had abandoned everything but the town itself and two forts lying outside the walls which were strongly garrisoned. Reinforcements from Turkey and Syria were hurried forward, and included several batteries of artillery, which were distributed along the wall.
The Benee Ali on their side proclaimed a sort of holy war against the Turks, and invited all Arabia to assist them. They said they would not harm or interfere with
* The month after Ramadan.